th -century naturalist, who was one of the first to study not only the biology but also the behaviour of insects. In secondary school, with an insect net made from an old curtain, Józef caught his first specimens: butterflies and beetles. He finished school in 1965 and entered the Faculty of Biology at Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań, Poland. His interest in bees began in his first year, in the spring of 1966, after he read a short note on the digger bee, Anthophora plagiata (ILLIGER, 1806), which builds its nests in loess and clay escarpments as well as in clay buildings. The author, Zygmunt PNIEWSKI, noted that the species is very rare, but the young biologist, based on a photo illustrating the short note, discovered that the bee was nesting in a wall of his family house! This discovery of a new locality of A. plagiata and the opportunity to write his first publication about his discovery resulted in his later focus on bees instead of coleopterans, which he had earlier favoured. He then got in touch with the author of the short note, received from him his first entomological pins and an insect storage box, and learned the basics of insect preservation.
Phot. 1. Prof. Józef BANASZAK (Phot. FOTO-RAMA Bydgoszcz).
The Professor's research into bee ecology on a landscape scale also enabled him to develop a general strategy to protect pollinating insects in the agricultural landscape. The strategy emphasizes the significance of a mosaic of diverse landscape for the presence and proper functioning of those animals. The results of his studies were highly valued and are still cited in the international literature.
The monitoring initiated in 1975, serving to assess changes in the fauna of pollinating insects in various habitat types, is still being continued. It is conducted in 10-year cycles on permanent plots with well-defined plant cover. The Professor's important achievements also include developing and publishing a new method for the quick and precise assessment of densities of pollinating insects in various types of plant communities. This method makes it possible to estimate the natural resources of bees and compare quantitative changes taking place in various types of landscape (1980) . It has been employed by entomologists not only in Poland but also in other countries of Europe.
In parallel to his studies of Polish fauna, Professor BANASZAK has also assessed bee resources in other parts of Europe. He has undertaken many research expeditions, for example, to Romania (1984 Romania ( , 1985 , Bulgaria (1986 Bulgaria ( , 1988 Bulgaria ( , 1990 , Lower Saxony and the Frisian Islands in Germany (1987), Belgium, Provence, Corsica, and the Pyrenees in southern France (1993), as well as Sardinia in Italy (2000).
In 1989, he was employed as an assistant professor and head of the Department of Environmental Protection within the Chair of Environmental Protection and Physical Education at Kazimierz Wielki University in Bydgoszcz (known then as a Teachers' College and later as the Bydgoszcz Academy). In 1990 he was employed there as an associate professor, and in 1991 as a full professor in the field of natural sciences. At that time he became the head of the Chair of Environmental Protection and Physical Education, later transformed by him into the Chair of Biology and Environmental Protection.
In the early 1990s, the Professor initiated and coordinated the cooperation of an informal research group, known as an Interdisciplinary Landscape Ecology Research Team. The team investigated the role of forest islands in the agricultural landscape. Several years of studies by specialists in various fields -geomorphology, soil science, botany, phytosociology, entomology, acarology, malacology, arachnology, herpetology, and mammalogy -formed a basis for a better understanding of the mechanisms of how refuge habitats and wildlife corridors function in an agricultural landscape. The extremely interesting results of the studies were presented at international and national conferences and described in many articles. The outcome of this project is summarized in a monograph that he edited, entitled Ecology of Forest Islands, which was published both in Polish (1998) and in English (2000). In 2002, it was followed by another monograph edited by the Professor, entitled Habitat Islands: Biodiversity and Attempts at Typology.
In the late 1990s, Professor BANASZAK began intensive cooperation with distinguished experts from other European research centres. The cooperation resulted in the publication of books on bee taxonomy and systematics: monographs on the European Megachilidae, Halictidae, and Andreninae of the Palaearctic (two volumes), and two keys to the identification of the Megachilidae and Halictidae in the series "Keys to the Identification of 
